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ENERGY CONSERVATION/EFFICIENT LIGHTING/UTILITY LAMP COLLECTION PROGRAMS

   § 216B.241 ENERGY CONSERVATION IMPROVEMENT.
Subd. 5.    Efficient lighting program.  (a) Each public utility, cooperative electric association, and municipal utility that provides electric service to retail customers shall include as part of its conservation improvement activities a program to strongly encourage the use of fluorescent and high intensity discharge lamps.  The program must include at least a public information campaign to encourage use of the lamps and proper management of spent lamps by all customer classifications.

    (b) A public utility that provides electric service at retail to 200,000 or more customers shall establish, either directly or through contracts with other persons, including lamp manufacturers, distributors, wholesalers, and retailers and local government units, a system to collect for delivery to a reclamation or recycling facility spent fluorescent and high intensity discharge lamps from households and from small businesses as defined in section 645.445 that generate an average of fewer than ten spent lamps per year.

    (c) A collection system must include establishing reasonably convenient locations for collecting spent lamps from households and financial incentives sufficient to encourage spent lamp generators to take the lamps to the collection locations.  Financial incentives may include coupons for purchase of new fluorescent or high intensity discharge lamps, a cash back system, or any other financial incentive or group of incentives designed to collect the maximum number of spent lamps from households and small businesses that is reasonably feasible.

    (d) A public utility that provides electric service at retail to fewer than 200,000 customers, a cooperative electric association, or a municipal utility that provides electric service at retail to customers may establish a collection system under paragraphs (b) and (c) as part of conservation improvement activities required under this section.

    (e) The commissioner of the pollution control agency may not, unless clearly required by federal law, require a public utility, cooperative electric association, or municipality that establishes a household fluorescent and high intensity discharge lamp collection system under this section to manage the lamps as hazardous waste as long as the lamps are managed to avoid breakage and are delivered to a recycling or reclamation facility that removes mercury and other toxic materials contained in the lamps prior to placement of the lamps in solid waste.

    (f) If a public utility, cooperative electric association, or municipal utility contracts with a local government unit to provide a collection system under this subdivision, the contract must provide for payment to the local government unit of all the unit's incremental costs of collecting and managing spent lamps.

    (g) All the costs incurred by a public utility, cooperative electric association, or municipal utility for promotion and collection of fluorescent and high intensity discharge lamps under this subdivision are conservation improvement spending under this section.

   HISTORY: 1993 Session Laws, chapter 249 section 31

(continued)

   § 116.92 MERCURY EMISSIONS REDUCTION.
   Subd. 7a.  Fluorescent and high-intensity discharge lamps; residential applications.
   (a) Any information regarding fluorescent and high-intensity discharge lamps containing mercury that is sent by a utility to a customer, present on a utility's Web site, or contained in a utility's print, radio, or video advertisement, must:

   (1) state that the lamps contain mercury;

   (2) state that mercury is harmful to the environment;

   (3) state that placing the lamps in garbage is illegal; and

   (4) provide a toll-free telephone number or Web site that customers can access to learn how to lawfully dispose of the lamps.

   (b) The information under paragraph (a) must be:

   (1) provided in a minimum of 12-point type in print or online media; and

   (2) provided in a manner that the ordinary consumer will understand that fluorescent and high-intensity discharge lamps contain mercury and must not be placed in garbage in Minnesota.

   (c) A television or radio advertisement regarding fluorescent and high-intensity discharge lamps containing mercury must prominently convey the information that the lamps contain mercury and must be recycled.

   HISTORY: 2006 Session Laws chapter 201 section 2; 2007 Session Laws chapter 109 section 3.
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