
 Early in 2009, stakeholders in PSI’s national 

medical sharps dialogue agreed to develop a 

model state program for Massachusetts 

based on shared responsibility, with primary 

financial support coming from producers of 

sharps and self-injected pharmaceuticals. 

 

 PSI held two major meetings in 2008 to de-

velop national policy for waste pharmaceu-

ticals.  Key objectives are to change federal 

regulations to make take-back programs 

more cost-effective and provide a clear mes-

sage to the public about how to dispose of 

leftover drugs. 

 

 PSI developed model comprehensive mer-

cury thermostat legislation in 2007 based on 

producer responsibility. Six states have used 

the model as the basis for their laws.    

 

   PSI’s pilot computer take-back program 

with Staples Inc. led the company to insti-

tute a permanent national computer take-

back program in 2007.  

 

 In 2005 PSI mediated a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) that has set the stage 

for the development of a nationally coordi-

nated leftover paint management system. 

The nation’s first producer responsibility 

system for paint is expected to start in 2009. 

 

PSI initiatives include work on the following 

products: electronics, paint, thermostats, fluo-

rescent lamps, pharmaceuticals, medical 

sharps, gas cylinders, tires, and phone books. 

PSI Work Highlights 
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The Mission and Vision of   
The Product Stewardship  
Institute 

 
Mission 
The Product Stewardship Institute 

pursues initiatives to ensure that all 

those involved in the lifecycle of a 

product share responsibility for       

reducing its health and environmental 

impacts. 

 

Vision 
The Product Stewardship Institute   

envisions a society in which products 

are responsibly manufactured, used, 

and managed after use to conserve  

resources and protect the environment 

and human health. 
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Government 

Membership 



Government population size  Fee 

Less than 25,000  $250 

25,000 to 100,000  $500 

100,000 to 500,000  $1,000 

500,000  to 1.25 million  $2,000 

1.25 million to 3 million $4,000 

3 million to 5 million $6,000 

5 million to 8 million $8,000 

Greater than 8 million $10,000 

Consumer products are growing in  

number and complexity, and their       

environmental impacts pose long-term 

challenges for state and local govern-

ments at a time when 

agency resources have 

diminished.  The    

Product Stewardship 

Institute, Inc. (PSI) 

seeks to broaden the 

framework of responsibility so that the 

burdens of managing consumer products 

are more fairly shared among a wider set 

of stakeholders, including manufactur-

ers, distributors, and retailers.  As a    

national non-profit organization, we   

depend on membership support to      

accomplish our collective goals.  By 

joining PSI, your agency can make a  

difference in developing strategies for 

managing these 

products.  You 

can also partici-

pate in national 

dialogues that 

change the way 

an industry views its products, and    

provide valuable information for state 

and local governments to develop better 

product management programs.   

Membership Types and Benefits 

Why Become a 
PSI Member? 

Membership is Easy 
Membership in the Product Stewardship Institute is 

currently limited to State and Local governments.  PSI 

offers two types of membership:  Full (paid) and     

Affiliate (non-paid).  

 

Full Members pay an annual membership fee ranging 

from $250-$10,000 based on the jurisdiction’s popula-

tion (see below) for substantial input into PSI         

activities and direct influence in PSI negotiations with 

product manufacturers and retailers.  Full  members 

can participate for free in government and multi-

stakeholder strategic, product-specific  conference 

calls, and have full access to PSI research, pilot      

results, and publications that are not available to non-

members.  Paid members also have full voting     

privileges, can serve on the PSI Board of Directors, 

and  receive reduced admission to PSI events.  

 

Affiliate Members pay no membership fee.  They 

receive periodic updates on PSI activities and can pay 

to participate in networking conference calls with 

product manufacturers and retailers. They also receive 

limited access to PSI materials. 

 

To become a Full or Affiliate member of PSI, a State or 

Local agency must do the following: 

 

 State agencies must submit a basic letter from the 

head of their environmental agency requesting 

membership. Local agencies may submit a basic 

letter from general agency personnel. 
 Support the PSI Principles of Product Stewardship. 

 Full  members must pay an annual membership fee 

pertaining to their population size.  (See chart to the 

left for membership fees.) 

 

To view sample letters and the PSI Principles of     

Product Stewardship,  please visit the PSI website at: 

www.ProductStewardship.US  and click on  the      

Membership drop-down menu. 

What our Members say  
about Us . . .  

 
“PSI has allowed me to connect and network with 

other members of the dialogue to discuss, study, and 

help solve the leftover paint dilemma. PSI has been 

instrumental in looking at all sides of the problem and 

helped to facilitate compelling solutions.” -- Melanie 

Wheeler, NH Dept of Environmental Services 

 

 
òPSI has an outstanding ability to facilitate strategic 

meetings, a skill necessary in guiding multi-stakeholder 

decision making.  Working with PSI and dialogue 

stakeholders has been a pleasure and privilege, and I 

look forward to future product stewardship endeavors 

that they lead.”   -- Jan Whitworth, OR Dept. of       

Environmental Quality  
 

 

“PSI is the nucleus around which government and in-

dustry interests meet. It is a vehicle that runs on objec-

tivity, sound research, and technical competence that 

can’t help but attract a strong network of stakeholders 

in order that effective solutions may be created.”   -- 

Dave Galvin, King County Department of Natural    

Resources and Parks, WA  


