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June 8, 2005 

Paint Dialogue Interested Parties:

Since December of 2003, the Product Stewardship Institute, Inc. (PSI) has facilitated a national dialogue aimed at reducing the generation of leftover paint, while increasing reuse and recycling opportunities. With the avid support of dialogue participants from over 50 companies, industry associations, and government agencies, these discussions have resulted in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  The MOU is a bold agreement among partners with varying views on how to manage leftover paint in a way that is cost effective, protective of the environment, and which creates economic value. The MOU outlines work on 11 projects over 18 months that will become the basis for developing a nationally coordinated leftover paint management system. The Paint Product Stewardship Initiative (PPSI) participants believe that working together through this dialogue is a better process than unilateral state legislative action 

To introduce you to the PPSI and the key agreements it contains, PSI developed a page on its website, at http://productstewardship.us/prod_paint_nat_dia.html, which includes a background summary, the MOU (including summaries of the 11 projects), and other important documents.  

To date, 31 active participants have signed the MOU, and another 34 parties outside of the dialogue have “endorsed” it.  This list will be updated regularly, and is posted on the PSI website. As of June 8, 2005, the following parties have signed or endorsed the MOU and made the following commitments toward the $1.2 million goal for fully funding the 11 projects: 

· Federal Government (1) -- $50,000 – including two offices within the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

· State Government (15) -- $ 325,000

· Local Government (33) -- $ 57,500

· Manufacturers (2) – (including the National Paint and Coatings Association, which represents over 90% of manufacturers of paints and coatings in the United States) -- $366,000

· Paint Recyclers (5) -- $ 51,000

· Retailers (2) -- $ 0

· Other Organizations (8) -- $ 10,000

Dialogue participants deemed it necessary to gain additional information from the 11 projects before discussions could begin on how to design and finance a nationally coordinated paint management system.  Before a financing system is put in place (to the extent necessary), the group wants to ensure that the problems posed by leftover paint are thoroughly understood, and that the volume and management costs are reduced to the maximum extent. At that point, the group will recommend the infrastructure needed to properly collect, reuse, recycle, or dispose of leftover paint. The projects are divided into the following categories: source reduction/education; infrastructure for the collection, transportation, and processing of leftover paint; markets for recycled paint; lifecycle assessment of leftover paint management methods; health, safety, and environmental regulations; and financing a national system. The current status of the projects is outlined on the PSI website, along with important project documents, and will be updated regularly.

If you have any questions about the dialogue, or would like to add your agency, company, or organization to the list of endorsers, please feel free to call me at (617) 236-4855, or contact any of the PPSI Steering Committee representatives listed below.

Sincerely,
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Scott Cassel

Executive Director/CEO

PPSI Steering Committee Members

Alison Keane/Dave Darling, National Paint and Coatings Association (NPCA)
Allen Stegman, Valspar Corporation
Barry Elman, US EPA
Dave Nightingale, WA Department of Ecology
Harry Finkbone, ICI Paints 

Irene Gleason, FL Department of Environmental Protection

Jim Quinn, Metro Regional Government, Portland OR

Kip Cleverly, Benjamin Moore & Company
Lesli Daniel, Sonoma County, CA

Lorraine Segala, Amazon Environmental, Inc.

Robert Wendoll, Dunn-Edwards Corporation
Shirley Willd-Wagner, California Integrated Waste Management Board
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