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Mercury thermostat collection at local sites 

seeks to increase recycling opportunities

Five states to participate in pilot project
BOSTON, MA. May 1, 2006 – Starting in May, the Product Stewardship Institute, Inc. (PSI) and the Thermostat Recycling Corp. (TRC) will oversee a five-state pilot project to determine the feasibility of accepting mercury-containing building thermostats for recycling at local household hazardous waste (HHW) drop-off facilities.  The pilot will run through the end of December of this year in Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Washington State, and Florida at approximately 50 sites determined by state officials. (A full list of facilities is attached.)

Under the pilot, permanent HHW collection facilities and short-term collection events will be outfitted with special bins to accept mercury thermostats.  Staff at these facilities will be trained in the safe sorting and handling of these devices, which will ultimately be transported to a manufacturer site to be recycled. The three largest thermostat manufacturers (Honeywell, General Electric, and White-Rodgers) operate the recycling program through TRC, and provide the service at no charge to consumers. 
“In the past, TRC’s mercury thermostat recycling efforts have been primarily aimed at contractors who install these devices,” said Scott Cassel, PSI’s Executive Director.  “This effort broadens the scope to people who replace their own thermostats.  By providing convenient local collection sites, we hope to significantly increase thermostat recycling.”

“This project is the latest in a series of program expansions that aim to capture as many mercury thermostats as possible,” said Mark Kohorst, TRC Executive Director. “It is important that we eliminate the potential environmental impacts from our products all across their lifecycle.” 
-more-

"It is important to expand our efforts to collect and recycle as many mercury-containing products as possible to help prevent mercury releases in the environment," said Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Director Doug Scott. "This mercury recycling program is essential to provide for a healthier environment for future generations."

The pilot is part of a comprehensive mercury emissions reduction strategy PSI and TRC have developed to reduce the chances of mercury from thermostats being released into the environment.  Currently, Oregon and Indiana are operating a PSI/TRC initiative to give financial incentives to thermostat installation contractors to recycle mercury thermostats they remove from buildings and replace them with new Energy Star qualified thermostats.

PSI also brokered an agreement between TRC, the state of Maine, and other stakeholders, which resulted in Maine’s new law that requires manufacturers to provide a financial incentive valued at a minimum of $5 for the return of each mercury thermostat to an established collection point in Maine.  The requirement, signed into law earlier this month, will set up systems for installers and consumers to safely recycle these devices.

Mercury pollution is a problem across the nation, with many rivers and lakes subject to mercury fish advisories.  People can get exposed to mercury by eating contaminated fish.  One of the many sources of mercury deposition in the environment can be mercury-containing products.   Mercury containing products can lead to contamination when thrown in the trash, where they might be crushed, incinerated, or otherwise mismanaged in a way to cause airborne releases, after which mercury falls back to earth in rainwater. 

Recycling mercury-containing thermostats is an effective way to address this problem, which is why thermostat manufacturers established the Thermostat Recycling Corporation in 1998. TRC has collected more than 430,000 mercury-containing thermostats since its inception.  There are three grams of mercury in every mercury thermostat switch, and an average of four grams of mercury per thermostat because some thermostats have multiple switches.  Most continue to be disposed in the trash, however, so there is a clear need for ways to grow the program further.  
PSI is a national non-profit membership-based organization that assists 31 states and 28 local governments in pursuing initiatives to ensure that all those involved in the lifecycle of the product share responsibility for reducing its health and environmental impacts. For information on mercury thermostats, go to: http://www.productstewardship.us/displayPage.php?pageid=70.

TRC is a private, industry-funded corporation established by the thermostat manufacturing industry.  TRC works with the EPA and state environmental officials for the sole purpose of recycling mercury thermostats nationwide. For information on TRC, go to: http://www.nema.org/gov/ehs/trc/.
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